20                THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

be pacified. But it is for the courts to accept our children as legal
heirs. If our marriages are treated as legally invalid, the courts
will be able to offer us no relief. The difficulty can be solved only
through amendment of the law.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

16.   FOR HINDUS

There is a belief, we hear, that the decision of Mr. Justice
Searle does not apply to Hindus or Parsees. This belief is un-
founded. The decision means, in plain terms, that marriages not
contracted according to the law of this land are no marriages at
all. It is not material, from the point of view of this ruling, whether
as a matter of fact a person has one wife or more. This needs to
be carefully borne in mind. We shall go so far as to offer the advice
that until this dispute is settled, those Hindus or Muslims or Parsees
who do not wish their wives to join satyagraha should not ask them
to come here, What surprises and grieves us is the fact that Indians
in South Africa have not yet flared up as a result of this judgment.
It would seem as though we had lost all spirit. Shall we merely
look on when our wives are treated as concubines by the law of
this land?

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-4-1913

17.   REPLY TO THE ASSOCIATION

Mr. Cachalia has received a reply to the resolutions on the
subject of marriages passed at a meeting of the British Indian Asso-
ciation in Johannesburg and communicated to the Government
at Cape Town.1 The Minister for the Interior says in the reply
that he fails to understand why the decision of Mr. Justice Searle
should have agitated the community so much. The community
is not unaware [he says] of the legal position and the Government's
view on the subject of marriages. The Government has frequently
stated that, whatever the legal position, it does not intend to enforce
the law in an oppressive manner. If a woman's marriage has been
celebrated according to the rites of Islam or any other religion,

1 Vid* "Letter to Private Secretary to Governor-General", p. 11,